
Updates on NEQMAP 2023 
activities 

Session 1: Overview of NEQMAP’s activities in 2023 and members’ updates  



NEQMAP’s 2023 priority areas 
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Learning assessments’ role in promoting equity and 
inclusion 

• Monitoring of learning outcomes at system 
level: 

•  Monitoring learning outcomes of sub-population 
groups 

•  Designing background questionnaires and 
sampling approaches to capture learning 
outcomes of various population sub-groups 

• Monitoring learning outcomes at the individual 
level: 

• Developing tools and capacity for diagnostic 
assessment 

• Assessing learning of out of school children and 
youth to reintegrate them in the learning process 

Assessing 21st century skills at system and 
individual levels 

• Cross-cutting: 

• Defining 21st century skills constructs, domains 
and sub-domains 

•  Defining learning progressions for 21st century 
skills 

• Monitoring 21st century skills development at 
the individual level: 

• Overcoming tensions with the prevalent testing 
and examination culture 

•  Better integration in teacher training and 
professional development 

•  Identifying and documenting promising examples 
of classroom approaches and teaching guides 

Recalling our priority areas for 2023  
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Learning assessments’ role in 
promoting equity and 
inclusion 
 
Monitoring the learning outcomes at system level  
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Policy briefs on equity and equality in 
learning 
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In 2024 (TBC) 

• Rural/urban differences in 

learning 

  

• Ethno-linguistic minorities 

and learning  



Expert meeting: Measuring and analysing economic, cultural, 
and social status in large-scale assessment to inform policies in 
Asia-Pacific (15 November 2023)  
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Main focus:  

• Data collection and methodological choices made to 

measure ECSS in LSAs and the limitations to these 

methodologies. 

• Comparability of indicators’ operationalisation and 

estimation methodology.  

• Recommendations to improve measurement and analysis of 

ECSS in large-scale assessments.  

Summary of the discussion , background paper and 

presentation will be available on the NEQMAP 

Knowledge Portal next week 



Learning assessments’ role in 
promoting equity and 
inclusion 
 
Monitoring learning outcomes at the individual level 
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Topical case studies: Supporting schools’ and teachers’ 
use of assessment to inform learning of all students   
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To be launched on Day 2 session 6 

(10:30 am Bkk time). Join in to learn 

more and exchange with the 

authors! 



Session 6: Policy dialogue: Using assessment to inform teaching and learning in 

schools  

10:30-10:35 Opening remarks by the Session Chair   

 Margarete Sachs-Israel, UNESCO Bangkok 

10:35- 11:00 Launch of the Teachers’ Guide on Diagnostic Assessment and the 
NEQMAP Topical Case Studies  

11:00-12:00 Panel discussion 1: National policies to support assessment for 

learning (60 min) 

Panel discussion (40 min)  

12:00- 12:30  

Session 5.3: Supporting school level practices 

Policy dialogue: Using assessment to inform 
teaching and learning in schools (December 
8, 2023 at 10:30 Bangkok time) 
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Assessing 21st century skills 
at system and individual 
levels 
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• “Integrating 21st century skills in teaching and 
learning policies and practices” organized in 
February 2023  

• Key outcomes: 

• Took stock of Asia-Pacific’s current policies and 
practices for 21st century skills integration 

• Case studies by ACER, Pakistan and the 
Philippines 

• Identified countries’ needs, gaps and priorities 

• 80+ registrants, 48 participants 

• Overall rating 4.75 out of 5 

 

Network consultation: Assessing 21st 
century skills at system and individual levels 
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Knowledge sharing webinars  
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Knowledge sharing webinars  
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NEQMAP Asia-Pacific 
Assessment and Examination 
Database 
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The NEQMAP Asia-Pacific 
Assessment Database contributes to 

the NEQMAP mandate 

h ttp s : / /n e q m a p .b a n g k o k .u n e s c o .o rg /  

• Inform regional comparative analysis by 

NEQMAP members and beyond 

• Inform NEQMAP and its members’ 
activities 

• Develop knowledge-base about 

education quality monitoring  



What information to expect 

• Mapping of large-scale assessments and examination 
systems  

• 23 countries or economies  

• Information about each assessment or examination:  
Grades or age group targeted 
Subjects or domains targeted 
Type of items 
Mode of assessment (PBA, CBA) 
Main purpose 
Date of first implementation  
Frequency   
Reference resource  
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LINK TO THE DATAASE  



NEQMAP Knowledge sharing 
webinar series  

16 



17 



• 2023 webinars:  

1. Findings from the Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) 2022, 
Wilima Wadhwa, Director ASER Centre (January 2022) 

2. 21st century skills integration in teaching and learning*, multiple 
presenters (February 2023) 

3. Thinking outside the box: Assessing creative thinking in PISA, 
Natalie Foster, Policy Analyst, OECD (March 2023) 

4. Tools and methodologies for the comparative analysis of 
assessment systems, multiple presenters (May 2023) 

5. PIRLS 2021 and beyond: Key international findings and Asia-
Pacific regional highlights, Dirk Hastedt, Director, IEA (June 2023) 

6. Supporting schools’ and teachers’ use of assessment to inform 
learning of all students, multiple presenters (June 2023) 

7. Assessing and certifying a broader range of learning, Sandra 
Mullligan, Director, Assessment Research Center, Melbourne University 
(July 2023) 

8. The state of AI in differentiate learning and assessment, multiple 
presenters (September 2023) 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Knowledge-sharing webinar series 
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All webinar recordings are uploaded to 

the NEQMAP Knowledge Portal 
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NEQMAP IS TEN! 
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Celebrating 10 years of accomplishments 
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