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Welcome to this presentation on analysing national learning assessment systems, and how such systems create a powerful evidence base on student learning.



GEM Centre
The GEM Centre drives improvements in learning by 
ensuring that education policies, practices and 
investments are influenced by high-quality evidence.
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This research is supported by the Global Education Monitoring (GEM) Centre, a long-term partnership between the Australian Council for Educational Research and the Australian Government’s Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade.The GEM Centre supports the monitoring of educational outcomes worldwide to ensure …



National learning assessment systems 
create a powerful evidence base on 
student learning growth and trends for 
education policymaking and practice.
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Why are national learning assessment systems important?



Distributions of reading proficiency levels based on NAPLAN (ACARA, 2022; in Masters, 2023)
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We know from a range of educational assessments that student learning levels vary greatly within any year of schooling.This figure is just one example that shows the distribution of students’ reading proficiency levels in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 based on the National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) in Australia.You can see here that some students in Year 3 are already reading at the level of an average Year 7 student, and some students in Year 9 are still reading at the level of an average Year 5 student.This variation of learning levels shows how important it is to assess individual student’s learning to target teaching at the right level;It also shows the importance of monitoring learning levels of student cohorts over time, and as they progress through the education system. In summary – what is needed is a comprehensive evidence base on student learning, growth and trends.[It can also be seen that the difference between the most advanced 10 per cent of students and the least advanced 10 per cent of students in each year group is equivalent to 5 to 6 years of average reading development. Similar observations are made for numeracy.]
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To obtain such a powerful evidence base on student learning, a range of assessment approaches are useful:National and international large-scale assessments (for example, PISA, PIRLS, TIMSS, PILNA, and SEA-PLM)Main purpose is monitoring the performance of the education system through collecting data on:Performance indicators (learning outcomes in key domains)Context indicators about important factors associated with learning outcomesTrend indicators about change in performance and context over time, between grades, and sub populationsIdeally large-scale assessments also enable monitoring countries’ progress towards United Nations Sustainable Development Goal 4 in education – and its primary indicator about the proportion of children at 3 stages of schooling achieving at least a minimum proficiency in reading and mathematics. National – education priorities; International/regional - comparisonExaminationsAre typically used to gain performance data to make decisions about individual student’s progress through the education system (for example, grade progression, certification, selection)Results of standardized examinations can be aggregated to provide information on system performance, based on national standardsClassroom assessmentsAim to gain diagnostic information on individual student’s learning for continuous improvement and to guide next stepsThere can be a wide range of classroom assessment practices within a country, and ideally these are guided by national (or other) guidelinesClassroom assessments can be standardised; in this case, the data can be aggregated at the school or system level to provide additional information for monitoring.



© ACER (2019). Analysis of National Learning Assessment Systems (ANLAS): Manual. 

The ANLAS model of an assessment system
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In a comprehensive assessment system, these different assessment approaches are integrated with the contexts and other elements of the education system to provide a powerful evidence base for policy and practice.This figure here shows the model of an assessment system from the Analysis of National Learning Assessment systems (ANLAS) – an initiative by the Global Partnership for Education. In this model, three dimensions are important for an assessment system:1) Context of the assessment system:The assessment system is guided by legislation or policy.There are well-established institutional arrangements with clear governance structures.The government provides sufficient and stable funding for the assessment system.The government demonstrates leadership and political will in support of the assessment system.2) Quality of assessment programs:For large-scale assessments and examinations, the focus is on technical aspects such as assessment instrument development, implementation, analysis and reportingFor classroom assessment, the focus is on the availability of official guidelines, resources and tools; professional development for teachers to implement and use assessment to improve learning; and quality assurance mechanisms for classroom assessment.3) Coherence of the assessment system with the wider education systemUnder Coherence of the assessment system with the wider education system, we look at the integration of assessment programs and contexts with other elements of the education system, such as …Coherence between all these elements is essential to ensure the evidence gained is relevant, appropriate and effective to inform policy and teaching and learning practice.An important overarching element of this model is the application of knowledge and 21st century skills. This means that learning assessments should aim to promote holistic student development by assessing broad range of skills such as conceptual understandings in a learning domain as well as critical and creative thinking, problem solving and collaboration, and personal attributes such as resilience and a growth mindset. The quality of the assessment system in this model, is determined by the quality of each single element, as well as their combined quality, linkages and interactions between them (Clarke 2012).



Analysis of 
National
Learning 
Assessment
Systems

The ANLAS toolkit can be used to:

• systematically gather and analyse
information about the national learning 
assessment system – the components 
of the ANLAS model

• identify areas of improvement
• develop improvement strategies 

based on evidence from the analysis
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To assist countries in analysing existing assessment systems, and to make improvements, the GPE initiated the Analysis of National Learning Assessment Systems.The ANLAS toolkit was developed by ACER and piloted in three countries in 2019: Ethiopia, Mauritania and Vietnam.The ANLAS toolkit can be used to …Full ANLAS toolkit is available on the GPE website. The tools can be adapted to the national context so that improvement strategies are concrete, relevant and appropriate.Ramya will now talk more about the GPE and its support to learning assessment systems.[GPE is a multi-stakeholder partnership of developing country governments, donor nations, international organizations, civil society, and others.]

https://www.globalpartnership.org/content/toolkit-analysis-national-learning-assessment-systems-anlas
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