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What is SEA-PLM? 

Southeast Asia Primary 
Learning Metrics (SEA-PLM) is a 
regional large-scale student 
learning assessment and 
capacity-building programme 
designed by and for Southeast 
Asian countries 



• 6 countries participated in main survey 
data collection  

• Almost 30 000 G5 student tested 
representing millions 

• Paper-pencil test in reading, writing, 
mathematics 

• Contextual questionnaire on students, 
teachers, schools and parents / Global 
Citizenship module 

• Translated in 9 languages  
• Datasets, analytic reports and 

questionnaire and more details: 
www.seaplm.org  

 

SEA-PLM 2019 Overview 

http://www.seaplm.org/


SEA-PLM 2019 reading proficiency scale 



Countries remain far behind SDG Benchmark 



Characteristics of low-performing readers 

Students have 

higher risk of 

being low 

performer 

Students have 

lower risk of 

being low 

performer 



Teachers’ pre-service qualifications 

Figure: Percentage of Grade 5 children by teachers’ highest level of education upon entering 
profession 
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Mental well-being and learning 

Figure 1: Learning scores by parental engagement in children’s learning on  a daily basis  



Knowledge products to inform policy and 
practice in basic education 
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Develop robust learning 

assessment system 
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Monitor learning 

outcomes 

 
 

 

Policy 
Develop improved 

policies 

 
 

 

Equity 
Contribute to a more equitable 

and meaningful education 

Contributing to equitable and quality 
education for all children in Southeast Asia 



Robust regional and international 
collaboration and partnership 



Technical and Programme Pillars 

Reading Writing Math Global Citizenship / 
21st Century skills 

Generate comparative data, indicators, and 

analysis on learning outcomes and context 
Strengthen collaboration 

and exchange 
Promote and improve the technical 

capacity and the use of evidence 

2 3 1 



Flagship study 

▪ Cyclic survey, regional long-term 
investment for tracking and tackling the 
learning crisis  

▪ Generate public & comparative data on 
children’ learning levels in Grade  5  

▪ 30.000 children representing 6M at 
Grade 5 in 2019   

▪ Standardized tests and questionnaires – 
one data collection every 4-5 years 

▪ Strong methodology to measure 
proficiency, attitudes and context 

▪ Internationally recognized for reporting 
SDG 4.1 – LSAs family on national 
representative samples 

Main outputs from the regional level 

▪ 1 database every 5 years, next in 2025 

▪ 1 regional report on learning and equity 

every 5 years, next in 2025 

▪ 1 national snapshot of preliminary results  

▪ 4 regional Secondary reports to focus on 

equity  

▪ Materials and capacity building support 

to design and implement activities  

Pillar 1 - Generate comparative data, indicators and analysis on learning 
outcomes and context in basic education through SEA-PLM surveys and 

other studies 



▪ Ensure that the methodology is feasible  

▪ Offer few additional/limited options for 

improving/updating some standards and 

contents 

▪ Guarantee alignment and coherence 

between any updates and existing standards 

▪ Include long term capacity building, 

programme memory and public goods 

▪ Explore/include new national options - out 

of the standard model – over-sampling, 

language(s), research questions etc 

SEA-PLM 2024 New Round: Main Principles and Rules 



All countries receive training and guidelines, co-develop and review: 

▪ New cognitive items to renew booklets and improve the scales 

▪ New items and topics for the regional standard version of the contextual 

questionnaires - new focus on tech practice, SES measurement 

improvement, Covid-19 impact, teacher leadership and practice  

▪ Position and negotiate national questions/modules (MLE, SEN, ICT, foreign 

language etc) 

▪ New system/policy level questionnaire to explore language and mathematics 

curricula and compare intended vs achieved curriculum 

▪ Translated version of all materials 

SEA-PLM 2024 New Round: In progress 



SEA-PLM Surveys Cyclical Timeline 



• Regional-level Capacity Building through Study Fellowship Programme in collaboration 
with the Korean Educational Development Institute (KEDI) 

• National-level Capacity Building Training Workshop with CLM countries in collaboration 
with Korea Institute for Curriculum and Evaluation (KICE) 

• Global Citizenship Education (GCED) regional research by UNICEF Innocenti 

• SEA-PLM 2019 Secondary Analysis/Policy Brief 

Pillar 2 - Strengthen collaboration and exchange to improve system 
and school levels policy and practice in basic education through SEA-
PLM surveys and other studies  



Pillar 3 - Promote and improve the technical capacity and the use of 
evidence from SEA-PLM surveys and other studies on learning 
outcomes and context in basic education 

• SEA-PLM Secretariat engaged in various regional and international activities to advocate 
for SEA-PLM and invest in dissemination of knowledge products 

• Establishing SEA-PLM Shared Workspace (MS 365) for communication with National 
teams and technical partners 

• Hosting of national reports in the SEA-PLM website 

• Increasing visibility and presence in the digital world by establishing social media 
channels in various platforms  

 

 



SEA-PLM Policy Pointers to Build Back Better 



“By and For 
Southeast  

Asian  

Countries” 



Thank You 
Connect with us:  

www.seaplm.org 

secretariat@seaplm.org 

http://www.seaplm.org/

