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The Education 2030 agenda 
and how it relates to learning 

assessment 
 



 
 

Sustainable Development Goals and  
SDG 4 

SDG 4: Ensure inclusive and 
equitable quality education and 

promote lifelong learning 
opportunities for all. 



 
 

Education 2030 Framework for  
Action 

• Adoption at the 
38th UNESCO 
General Conference 
on 4 November 
2015 (today!) 

 
• High-level meeting 

organized by 
UNESCO along with 
Education 2030 co-
convenors (UNDP, 
UNFPA, UNHCR, 
UNICEF, UN Women 
and the World 
Bank) 
 



 
 

• SDG 4 has 7+3 targets.  

 

• 5 out of the 7 proposed targets for measuring 
SDG 4 are focused on learning outcomes, in 
particular… 

 

• Target 4.1: By 2030, ensure that all girls and 
boys complete free, equitable and quality 
primary and secondary education leading to 
relevant and effective learning outcomes 

 

• Across the targets, there are 43 thematic 
indicators of which 10 are proposed for global 
reporting 

 

• Target 4.1 has 6 proposed indicators, two of 
which are about learning assessment: 
– Percentage of children/young people (i) at the end 

of primary and (ii) at end of lower secondary 
achieving at least a minimum proficiency level in (a) 
reading and (b) mathematics  

– Administration of a nationally representative 
learning assessment (i) during primary (ii) at the 
end of primary and (iii) at the end of lower 
secondary education  



The regional (Asia-Pacific) 
picture 



Participation of AP 
countries in international 
assessments 

8 
10 

11 

16 
15 

11 
13 

11 

14 
13 

6 6 
7 

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

16

18

N
u

m
b

er
 o

f 
Pa

rt
ic

ip
at

in
g 

C
o

u
n

tr
ie

s/
Ju

ri
sd

ic
ti

o
n

s 

Number of Countries/Jurisdictions in the Asia-Pacific region 
participating in PISA, TIMSS and PIRLS over time 

PISA TIMSS PIRLS

Source: UNESCO and UNICEF 2012 



A few regional assessments 
as well… 

Southeast Asia (SEA-PLM) and the Pacific (PILNA) 



National assessments in 
selected AP countries since 
2005 

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

Afghanistan * 

Bhutan * * 

Cambodia * * * * 

Lao PDR * * * 

Malaysia * * * * * * * * * * 

Maldives * * 

Mongolia * * * * * 

Myanmar * * 

Pakistan * * * * * 
Republic of 

Korea * * * * * * * 
Solomon 
Islands * * * * 

Sri Lanka * * * * * * 

Timor-Leste 

Vietnam * * * * * * * 



National assessments – what is  
tested? 

  

Math Language 
(ie.,mother 

tongue, foreign 
language) 

Science Social 
Studies 

Literacy/ 
reading 

Technology Geography History Environmen
tal studies 

Accounting Economics World 
around us 

Afghanistan *       *               

Bhutan * *                     

Cambodia *   *   *               

Lao PDR * *                   * 

Malaysia * * *                   

Maldives * * * *         *       

Mongolia * * * *                 

Myanmar * *                     

Pakistan * * * *                 
Republic of 

Korea 
* * *   * *             

Solomon 
Islands * * * *   * * *   * *   

Sri Lanka * * *                   

Timor-Leste * * *       * *         

Vietnam * * *                   



National assessments – what is 
measured? 
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Any background survey or 
questionnaires? 

Type  Student Teachers School Parents No BQ 

Afghanistan National * * * *   
Bhutan National * *       

Cambodia National * * * *   
Lao PDR National * * *     

Malaysia 
International * * *     

National         * 
Maldives National * * *   * 
Mongolia National * * * *   
Myanmar National * * * *   
Pakistan National * * * *   

Republic of Korea 
International * * * *   

National *   *     

Solomon Islands 
  

Regional * * *   * 
National *       * 

Sri Lanka National * *   *   
Timor-Leste National         * 

Vietnam 
International * * *     

National * * *     



National assessments – what 
types of data analysis are 
used? 

0 2 4 6 8 10 12

Others (HLM, SEM, Comparing mean
difference etc)

Time-series analysis

Cross-sectional analysis

Longtitudinal analysis

Simple regression analysis

Item Response Theory



National assessments – what 
are assessment results used 
for? 

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14

Intervention programme for specific of schools

Intervention program for specific group of
students

Intervention programme for specific learning
area

Professional development for principal

Professional development of teachers

Education policy review and reform

Curriculum review and reform



National assessments - how 
are results being 
disseminated? 

0 2 4 6 8 10 12

Press release

Others

Online report

Seminar and conferences for unions…

Feedback to student,teacher and…

Seminar and conference for policy…

Report distributed to stakeholders



The role of NEQMAP 



• Network on 
Education Quality 
Monitoring in the 
Asia-Pacific  

 
• Launched March 2013 
 
• Secretariat at 

UNESCO Asia and 
Pacific Regional 
Bureau for Education 
(UNESCO Bangkok) 

 
• Funding from Global 

Partnership for 
Education and 
Government of 
Malaysia 

 



Who is NEQMAP?  
As of Nov 2015,  NEQMAP has 34 members, 
including 29 institutions and 4 individuals. 

Central Asia (3) 
Mongolia 
   EEC, MoES 
   IOE 
   MIER 
Russian 
Federation 
   EAOKO 

South & West Asia (12)  
Afghanistan 
   EMIS, MoE 
Bhutan 
   BCSEA 
India 
   ASER Centre 
   CAER 
   CCLP Worldwide 
   EQFI 
   IIE 
   Vyjayanthi Sankar 
Nepal 
   EDSC 

   ERO, MoE 
Pakistan 
   ITA 
Sri Lanka 
   NEREC 
 

Southeast Asia (11) 
Indonesia 
  SEAMEO QITEP 
Lao PDR 
   EQAC, MoE 
   RIES, MoE 
Malaysia 
   SEAMEO RECSAM 
   Nordin Abd Razak 
   Thien Lei Mee 
Philippines 
   GRACE 
Singapore 
   NIE 
   Paul Chua 
Thailand 
   NIETS 
Viet Nam 
   VNIES 

North East Asia (4)  
Hong Kong, China 
   HKEAA 
   HKPISA Centre 
Japan 
   GSE, U of Tokyo  
Republic of Korea 
   KICE 

Pacific (2) 
Australia 
   ACER 
Fiji 
   EQAP 

Other (1) 
United Kingdom 

   GL Education 



What is NEQMAP? 

1. Research & analytical work 

 

 

2.   Knowledge sharing 

 

 

3.   Capacity development 



What is NEQMAP?  
(continued) 

Research & 
analytical work 

• Impact of 
assessments 
on policy & 
practice 

• Assessment 
of transversal 
skills 

• School-based 
assessment 



What is NEQMAP?  
(continued) 

Knowledge 
sharing 

• Knowledge 
portal  
http://neqmap.
unescobkk.org  

• Mapping study 

• Annual 
meetings – 
save the date 
for 9-11 
December!!! 

• Inter-network 
cooperation 

http://neqmap.unescobkk.org/
http://neqmap.unescobkk.org/


What is NEQMAP?  
(continued) 

Capacity 
development 

• Regional 
workshops 

• Country-
level 
workshops 
and 
technical 
assistance 

 
• Introduction to large-scale 

assessments of learning 
(September 2014, Bangkok) 

 
• Design and development of 

large-scale learning 
assessments  

      (March 2015, Bangkok) 
 
• Alignment between 

curriculum, teaching and 
assessment – with KICE 

     (May 2015, Incheon/Seoul)        
 
• Analyzing and 

understanding learning 
assessment for evidence-
based policy making 
(September 2015, Bangkok) 



Thank you! Any questions? 
 

 

Ramya Vivekanandan Rodrigues 

UNESCO Bangkok 

r.vivekanandan@unesco.org 

 

NEQMAP website: 
http://www.unescobkk.org/education/neqmap  

mailto:r.vivekanandan@unesco.org
http://www.unescobkk.org/education/neqmap

